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£HEOAE Stone stairs of the Sando Approach AT O-mon Gate

The slope, called the Sando Approach to Kotohira-gu Shrine,
consists of 1368 stone stairs, and its climb is the highlight for
visitors. After Climbing this long slope, many them pray at

Kotohira-gu Shrine located in the middle of Mt. Zozu (elephant’s

Head Mt.). On the way to the shrine, there are many enjoyable

spots where tired climbers has rest.
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£ AE# Gonin Byakusvo (five farmers were permitted to operate trades within
the precincts of Kotohira-gu Shrine)
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Konpira Oshibai Kabuki Theater "KANAMARU-ZA"

Kotohira-cho is a shrine town that developed at the gates of Kotohira-gu
Shrine, and there remain many fine examples of historical architecture
and many historic sites. For instance Kanamaru-za, built on the side of
the Sando Approach, is the oldest extant Kabuki theater, having been

established in 1835.
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Wood assenblage of the Main Shrine

The Kotohira-gu Shrine is widely known as the home of
the guardian god of the sea and as a god of fertility and
medicine. The fine art and skillful design such as com-

plicated wood assemblage of the yashiros (auxiliary

shrines) and the main shrine draws people’s attention.
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fB#t  Asahi-no-vashiro Shrine

Wooden Sculpture of Asahi-no-vashiro Shrine
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2%H2 Ema-do Gallery

Colourful "Emas” ff-‘%}*"ﬂ‘ﬂvﬂil?-ﬂ'i"“ﬂ i'ﬂ'ﬁ'ffmﬂ"‘!@’% of a horses representing a R &
messenger to a god) and “"Nagashi-darus™ with a variety of "3" DR
shapes are beautifully displayed in two "Ema-do” galleries
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built near the Main Shrine. A panoramic view of the Seto fT'J iy
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Shrine is wonderful on a clear day. D

Ohashi Bridge from the ovservation post in front of the Main
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On the west side of Oku-sha Shrine located nearly on
top of Mt. Zozu, there is precipitous cliff. Tengu-men
(Tengu's face) with a violent look is located on the upper
part of this rock wall. This is an historical site where

religious ascetics once practiced their rituals.
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Tengu-men on the rock wall of Oku-sha Shrine
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In the two drawing rooms of Kotohira-gu Shrine, a number of Important
Cultural Properties such as wall pictures created by Maruyama Okyo
(1733-1795), one of the greatest artists in teh Edo Period, can be seen.
These are opened to the public and it is also one of the area’s highlights.

BLPR (L) Oku-shoin Art Museum (Important Cultural Property)
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JEDOE Picture of Monkey

Arts and treasures exhibited in
Homotsu-kan Museum and Gaku-
gel Sanko-kan Museum of Koto-
hira-gu, are olso wonderful.
Standing Kan'non-zo with eleven
faces, designated as Important
Cultural Property, is included in
these treasures and should not
be overlooked.

+—E iR T L%
Jyuichimen Kan'non-ritsuzo
(Standing Kan'non-zo with eleven faces)
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A variety of annual fes-
tivals renowned for their
solemnity and gorgeous
costumes are held all thr-
ough the year. The "Otai- {{%
sai”, held in october, is i}
anespecially grand affair.
The magnificence of the fit
procession carrying the

shrine in the parade, com-

ing down the stairs into
the town, makes visitors

excited.
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Kemari is one of the popular ancient sports performed in the Heian-era

(794-1191). This is a precious Intangible Cu]turzﬂ Property preserved

today only in Kyoto and Kotohira-gu. people can see it on May 5, July
7, and in late December every vear at the Kotohira-gu Shrine.
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Bi% Kemari (Ball Kicking)
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Kotohira-cho Rekishi Minzoku Shirvo-kan
(historical follkk materials exhibition

and library)
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There are many sightseeing pl-

aces such as the Seto Ohashi
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Bridge around Kotohira-cho.
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This town is also favoured with
vood accomodations and tran-

sportation systems, which make

it the heart of the sightseeing
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The Seto Ohashi Bridge
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