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Toishiyama Park, the 41st of the 53 Stations of the
(Pottery) Tokaido

The “To” of Tobe comes from toishi
(“whetstone”)
Tts roots go back to Mt. Toishi-yama

Mt. Toishi-yama, now reduced to sheer
columnar rock, was once a well-known source
of natural stone called iyoto. The stoneground
shavings used as raw material for the original
Tobeyaki porcelain was harvested here. Mt.
Toishi whetstone is mentioned as far back as
the 8th century in the Shésoin documents. The
entire area became known as Toyama and as
time went by, its name was changed to Tobe.

A Town of Clear Streams and Fireflies,
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